
There  is  a  community  of  language  professionals  online  ready  
to  inspire  and  transform  language  teaching  by  sharing  
resources,  asking  questions,  and  discussing  relevant  issues.  
These  rich  online  communities  can:  inspire  with  ideas  for  
Monday  morning,  challenge  and  transform  thinking  on  
methods,  support  language  development,  and  push  for  
continued  growth  as  a  language  professional.  This  session  will  
explore  ways  to  engage  in  professional  online  communities,  
such  as  in  listservs,  on  blogs,  with  Twi?er,  online  forums,  and  
customizable  email  newsle?ers  like  InterCom.	

Don'ʹt  be  Isolated  -‐‑  Ways  to  Engage  the  Online  Community	



Personal  Learning  Network  (PLN)  
Professional  Learning  Community  (PLC)	
•  Different names; similar idea 
•  Interact with other language teachers 
•  Share resources & experiences 
•  Support from your peers 
•  Leads to relationships with other 

human beings 
•  “Virtual staff room”* 
*The  Autonomous  “Personal  Learning  Networks”  for  Language  Teachers  (aPLaNet)	
h?p://www.aplanet-‐‑project.eu/Resources/TG_New/Teacher%20Guide%20Part
%204%20Glossary%20of%20terms.pdf	



Examples  of  how  educators  use  PLNs:	
•  Professional development – learn from 

content-area specialists 
•  Locate resources for your classroom, such as 

free websites and software 
•  Get lesson plan ideas from master teachers 
•  Learn about new technology and how to 

integrate it into your teaching 
•  Find collaborative solutions 
•  Find interesting links to education news 

PLN:  Your  Personal  Learning  Network  Made  Easy  by  Kate  Klingensmith  
h?ps://onceateacher.wordpress.com/2009/05/05/pln-‐‑your-‐‑personal-‐‑learning-‐‑
network-‐‑made-‐‑easy/	



Testimonials  from  FLTEACH	
•  FLTEACH is a listserv (and much more) 
•  Testimonial 1: 

o  “Sometimes, a person sets me on a path that leads to a whole new idea.  In 
other cases, people share ready-made lessons that I can use the next day. 
The best part, the archives!  If you can't find it, look there.  There are millions of 
suggestions from former and present members, even those who are no longer 
with us!” 

•  Testimonial 2: 
o  “Twenty years with FLTEACH has given me a vast amount of communications 

with other teachers, worldwide, so that best practices have been accessible 
very quickly and on a 24/7 basis. Information on methods, materials, 
technology, culture and translation have been at my fingertips. ” 

•  Testimonial 3: 
o  FLTEACH has been my professional learning community before they became 

fashionable.  Being THE high school Spanish teacher in a small rural school, 
FLTEACH was my lifeline to the world.  The folks here helped me keep ahead of 
the curve, particularly concerning instructional technology. Now that my 
focus is on teaching foreign language methods students, I continue to rely on 
FLTEACH for keeping up with current trends and new resource finds that folks 
generously post.  I also feel free to vent among friends in a safe and 
supportive environment of this virtual faculty room. 



Electronic  Resources	
•  Listservs 
• Blogs and wikis 
• Online forums 
•  Social Networks 
o Twitter, FaceBook, LinkedIn 

• Multifaceted 
o FLTEACH 

•  Email Newsletters 
o InterCom 



Listservs	
•  FLTEACH 

o  http://web.cortland.edu/flteach 
o  Example: 

https://listserv.buffalo.edu/cgi-bin/wa?
A2=ind1502&L=flteach&F=&S=&P=575395 

o  http://www.journal-suzon.fr 

•  MFL Resources 
o  http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/mflresources/info 

•  Ñandutí 
o  http://www.cal.org/earlylang/listservs.html 
o  Example: http://caltalk.cal.org/read/messages?id=59098 

•  More TPRS 
o  http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/moretprs/info 

•  LIM-A 
o  http://www.carla.umn.edu/immersion/LIMA.html 
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h?p://www.proyectosalonhogar.com/Diversos_Temas/Leyendas_PR.htm	
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Language-‐‑specific  Listservs	
•  Latinteach – Latin 

o  http://nxport.com/mailman/listinfo/latinteach 

•  AATG – German 
o  http://aatg.org/aatg-discussion-forum 

•  Arabic-L 
o  http://aataweb.org/list_serve 

•  JTIT-L – Japanese 
o  http://www.lsoft.com/scripts/wl.exe?SL1=JTIT-L&H=LISTS.PSU.EDU 

•  Less-commonly taught languages 
o  http://www.carla.umn.edu/lctl/resources/listservs.html 
 

•  And many more! 



Blogs  &  Wikis	
•  Larry Ferlazzo’s Websites of the Day – ESL, educational 

policy 
o  http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org 
o  Example: 

http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2015/02/26/my-newest-ny-times-posts-for-ells-
is-on-teaching-and-learning-about-animals/  

•  Zambombazo – Spanish culture, authentic resources 
o  http://zachary-jones.com/zambombazo/ 
o  Example: 

http://zachary-jones.com/zambombazo/black-cuban-black-american-an-
ybor-city-tour/  

•  SpanishPlans.org – Spanish 
o  http://spanishplans.org/ 
o  Example: http://spanishplans.org/2015/02/22/blog-share/  

•  The French Corner – French 
o  http://www.thefrenchcorner.net/ 
o  Example: 

http://www.thefrenchcorner.net/2014/01/20-authentic-restaurant-menus-
from.html  

•  Make it Easier: Feedly.com 



h?p://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/02/26/ideas-‐‑for-‐‑e-‐‑l-‐‑l-‐‑s-‐‑teaching-‐‑and-‐‑
learning-‐‑about-‐‑animals/?_r=0	
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h?ps://aventurasnuevas.wordpress.com/2015/02/20/and-‐‑the-‐‑winner-‐‑is/	
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Online  Forums	
•  AP Teacher Community 

o  https://apcommunity.collegeboard.org/ 

•  Edmodo 
o  https://www.edmodo.com/home 
o  Example: https://www.edmodo.com/post/396571423  

•  ACTFL Communities 
o  http://community.actfl.org/Communities/ViewDiscussions/AllDiscussions/ 
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Twi?er  -‐‑  Basic	
•  How to Use Twitter 

o  Basic Step by Step Guide: http://www.wikihow.com/Use-Twitter 

•  Search for what you’re looking for 
o  Example: #flteach, #actfl, etc. 

•  Now you can view other tweets with that same # 
 
•  Tip: Once you start following one, check out what 

other hashtag’s (#’s) people are using to find more 





Twi?er  Chats	
•  How to do Twitter chats 

o  http://thejournal.com/articles/2013/09/23/13-twitter-chats-for-
educators.aspx 

o  Use the # to be included in the conversation (i.e. #langchat) 
o  http://www.teachthought.com/twitter-hashtags-for-teacher/  

•  Weekly Education Twitter Chats 
o  https://sites.google.com/site/twittereducationchats/education-chat-

calendar  

•  Make is easier: TweetDeck 
o  Tweetdeck, Tweetchat, or Twubs 
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TweetDeck  Quick  Demo	



Search  for  the  #  you  want  to  follow	



Hit  “add  column”	



Voila!	



Twi?er  Chats	
•  #langchat as a Professional Development Resource 

o  CASLS Topic of the Week by Sara-Elizabeth Cottrell: 
caslsintercom.uoregon.edu/content/17980 

o  #langchat Thursdays 5PM PST 8PM EST 
o  Summaries of the chat: 

http://langchat.pbworks.com/w/page/92653920/Summaries%202015 
o  Example: 

http://blog.calicospanish.com/2015/02/16/cultivating-higher-order-thinking-
beginning-language-classroom-tips-make-happen.html  

•  #ellchat 
o  Mondays 6pm PST 9pm EST 

•  #edchat 
o  Tuesdays 4pm & 9am PST / 7pm & 12pm EST 
o  Transcript: http://edchat.pbworks.com/w/page/219908/FrontPage (also an 

example of a wiki!) 

•  #ELTchat 
o  Wednesdays 12pm & 9pm GMT (4am & 1pm Tuesday PST / 7am & 4pm Tuesday 

EST) 
o  Summaries: http://eltchat.org/wordpress/eltchat-summaries-index/  
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Multifaceted	
•  More than just a………………. 
•  FLTEACH 

o  Listserv, bulletin board, archives, pages, twitter, FaceBook 
o  http://web.cortland.edu/flteach/ 
o  Example: Lesson Plan Database 

http://web.cortland.edu/flteach/flteach-lessons_db.html  

•  Moderated blog festivals 
o  ELT Blog Carnival http://www.eflclassroom.com/eltblogcarnival/ 
o  Example: 

http://eslcarissa.blogspot.mx/2013/09/elt-blog-carnival-
pronunciation.html  

•  Twitter chats with websites 
o  #langchat http://langchat.pbworks.com/w/page/39343677/FrontPage  
o  #ELTchat http://eltchat.org/wordpress/  
o  #edchat http://edchat.pbworks.com/w/page/219908/FrontPage  
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Email  Newsle?ers	
•  InterCom 

o http://casls.uoregon.edu/pages/tools/
intercom.php 

•  Original CASLS content + curated resources 
•  A benefit of COFLT membership 
•  Customizable 
•  Weekly 
•  Low-impact / low-stress 
•  A place to start find sources for your 

Personal Learning Network 



Access  this  presentation  
(and  the  links!)  at	

http://caslsintercom.uoregon.edu/
content/19092 

Renée  Marshall,  CASLS  curriculum  consultant	
My  email:  reneep@uoregon.edu	

With  special  thanks  to  InterCom  editor,  Lindsay  Marean,  who  helped  me  with  this  presentation.	


